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this wonderful interview with the eccentric musician on the german show rockpalast was found in rockalive. while hillage freely admits that he doesn’t like the sixties and the blues, he also
mentions that the kinks and the yardbirds were his early influences and that he started playing in a band in the fifties, a fact he says he didn’t know until a few years ago. - he created a
new word to describe his “musical style”: hillageism, an amalgamation of hillage, jazz and electronic music, which makes a great sound cover of ian dury’s “wake up the nation”. - he was
the first person who used a 4-track recording to make a pop record. - he was the first to use a helicopter to film a music video, for the kinks’ “come dancing”. - he was the first to use “out of
this world” colours in music videos. - he was the first to use a synthesiser in a rock song, with “cecilia”, his 1978 song with gong. - he is a strong supporter of computerised music and its
ability to express itself through a computer. he mentions that he first heard a computerised band in 1972: the 12th planet. we also learn that hillage has written a script for a rockpalast film
about his life and the story of the kinks, titled “the kinks – it doesn’t matter”. according to him, the film will be shown in the german cinemas this year. the movie is also available on dvd
(with english subtitles). the website www.stevehillage.com also lists the bands that hillage has played with, as well as his various projects, including his installation piece “the basket”
(based on a poem by the british poet william blake) and his paintings.
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